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[Seventy-five  years  of 
women's  suffrage  celebrated 


SEVENTY-FIVE  YEARS 
OF 

WOMEN'S  SUFFRAGE 


CELEBRATED  IN  PENSYLVANIA 
(1920-1995) 
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ten  Karen  5.  Fkisher,  Rosemary  Thompson  McAvoy-Executive  Directors  Summer  1 995 

75  Years  of  Women's 
Suffrage  Celebrated 
in  Pennsylvania 

In  1995,  the  United  States  will 
celebrate  the  75  th  Anniversary  of 
the  19th  Amendment  to  the  US 
Constitution,  granting  the  right  to 
vote  to  women.  On  August  26, 
1920,  72  years  after  the  crusade 
began,  Tennessee  became  the 
deciding  state  in  the  ratification, 
over  a year  after  Congress  passed 
the  legislation. 

Pennsylvania  was  a leader  in  the 
ratification  of  the  1 9th  Amendment. 
It  was  the  7th  state  to  vote  for 
L ratification  on  June  14,  1919,  just 
^ 1 0 days  after  Congressional 
approval. 

Pennsylvania  celebrated  Ratification 
Day  this  year  on  June  14,  1995  in 
Harrisburg  at  the  State  Capitol. 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
Yvette  Kane  delivered  a 
proclamation  from  Governor  Tom 
Ridge  emphasizing  "this  day  shall 
forever  remind  us  of  our  Commonmalth's 
dynamic  nature,  our  willingness  to 
promote  positive  change,  and  our  efforts 
to  seek  out  and  overcome  all  forms  of 
oppression. " 

At  Ratification  Day,  the  PA 
Commission  for  Women  kicked  off 
the  Pennsylvania  Honor  Roll  of 
Distinguished  Women,  a list  being 
developed  in  celebration  of  this 
historic  anniversary.  Members  of 
the  Honor  Roll  present  at  the 
ceremony  included  Dr.  Kathryn 
A Towns,  noted  Penn  State  University 
^ Professor  and  Legree  Daniels,  US 
Postal  Service  Commissioner.  Both 
women  exemplify  distinguished 
women  in  Pennsylvania. 


VOTES  FOR 
WOMEN- 
WOMEN  FOR 
VOTESTT 


This  is  an  important  year  for  voters 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  August,  the 
nation  celebrates  the  75th 
Anniversary  of  the  1 9th 
Amendment  of  the  US  Constitution 
granting  women  the  right  to  vote. 

"VOTES  FOR  WOMEN"  was  the 
rallying  cry  of  the  "suffragettes". 
They  fought  long  and  hard  to  gain 
suffrage,  the  right  to  vote,  for 
American  women.  Today  it  is 
important  for  all  Americans  to 
understand  the  importance  of  their 
right  to  vote.  Today  the  cry  is 
"WOMEN  FOR  VOTES". 

As  part  of  the  Diamond  Anniversary 
Celebration,  the  Pennsylvania 
Commission  for  Women  is 
coordinating  a voter  registration 
drive  statewide.  The  WOMEN  FOR 
VOTES  campaign  promises  to 
register  75,000  new  voters  this  year. 

A "Voter  Registration  How-To  Kit" 
is  being  distributed  to  local 
organizations  to  encourage  the 
effort.  Any  local  civic  organization 
may  obtain  a free  kit  by  contacting: 

PA  Commission  for  Women 
Room  209  Finance  Building 
Harrisburg,  PA  17120 
(717)787-8128 
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Susan  B.  Anthony 
Woman  Suffrage  Leader 

REMEMBERING 

WHEN... 

Do  you  remember  when  you  voted 
for  the  first  time?  Did  you  know 
someone  who  remembered  not 
being  able  to  vote-your  mother, 
sister  grandmother  or  yourself?  Do 
you  Imow  anyone  who  was  part  of 
the  suffrage  movement? 

The  Pennsylvania  Commission  for 
Women  is  interested  in  hearing 
your  story. 

An  "Oral  History  of  Voting  in 
Pennsylvania"  will  be  presented 
during  the  Diamond  Anniversary 
Activities  on  Friday  Afternoon, 
August  25,  1995  outside  on  the 
East  Wing  of  the  State  Capitol  in 
Harrisburg. 

Individuals  may  tell  their  stories 
personally  or  choose  someone  else-a 
daughter,  granddaughter,  special 
friend;  or,  the  Commission  for 
Women  will  find  a reader. 

All  those  interested  in  submitting  a 
story  should  complete  a blank 
history  form  and  send  it  to: 

PA  Commission  for  Women 
Room  209  Finance  Building 
Harrisburg,  PA  17120 
FAX:(7 17)772-0653 

For  more  information  contact: 
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(717)787-8128 


PA  ConAmi55ion 

Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^^^^X^^  ^ 

Tom  Ridge,  Governor 

Distinguished 
Women  to  Be 
Honored 

For  hundreds  of  years,  women  in 
Pennsylvania  have  been 
distinguishing  themselves  in  their 
communities.  This  year  we 
celebrate  the  victory  of  leaders  such 
as  Susan  B.  Anthony  and  Elizabeth 
Cady  Stanton  in  gaining  the  right  to 
vote  for  women.  Seventy-five  years 
ago,  these  noble  women  fought  long 
and  hard  for  women's  rights;  today, 
many  women  continue  in  their 
footsteps. 

These  distinguished  leaders  are  in 
every  community.  They  are  women 
making  strides  in  agriculture,  the 
law,  medicine,  as  wives  and 
mothers,  teachers,  students, 
scientists  or  entrepreneurs.  The 
Pennsylvania  Commission  for 
Women  in  sponsoring  the 
Pennsylvania  Honor  Roll  of 
Distinguished  Women.  Between  now 
and  August  25,  1995,  the 
Commission  will  accept 
nominations  for  1 ,920  women. 

The  Commission  for  Women  is 
asking  community  leaders  to 
identify  and  nominate  women  who 
have  made  a difference.  The  Honor 
Roll  is  looking  for  the  "best  and 
brightest"  in  all  fields  and 
endeavors. 

Nomination  forms  may  be  copied 
and  distributed  freely.  One  person 
may  nominate  as  many  women  as 
he/she  wishes. 

For  more  information,  contact; 

PA  Commission  for  Women 
Room  209  Finance  Building 
Harrisburg,  PA  17120 
(717)787-8128 


Banners  to  Ballots: 


The  Diamond 
Anniversary 


The  Pennsylvania  Commission  for 
Women  is  celebrating  the  Diamond 
Anniversary  of  the  1 9th 
Amendment,  granting  women  the 
right  to  vote.  Seventy-five  years  ago 
on  August  26,  1920,  women  in  the 
United  States  became  enfranchised 
citizens.  On  August  25,  1995, 
Pennsylvania  will  honor  this  historic 
event. 

12:00  NOON 
Celebration  Rally 
OUTSIDE  Capitol  east  wing 

12:30pm  Ice  Cream  Social 
OUTSIDE  Capitol  east  wing 

2:00pm  presentation 
"History  of  Voting  In 
Pennsylvania" 

Outside  Capitol  East  Wing 

1:00-4:00pm  Pennsylvania 
Commission  For  Women 
Open  House 

Room  209  Finance  Building 
Commonwealth  Avenue 


7:00-1  1:00pm  SUNFLOWER 
Celebration  Ball 
The  State  Museum  Of 
Pennsylvania 
North  & 3rd  Streets 
Suffrage  EJra  Costume 
Optional 


The  Pennsylvania 
Commission  For 
Women  Moves  In 
New  Direction 


The  Pennsylvania  Commission  for 
Women  is  Pennsylvania  women  and 
men  working  for  fairness  and 
opportunity  for  Pennsylvania 
women.  The  Commission  provides 
education,  information,  research 
and  networking  opportunities  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Governor. 

In  January  1995,  Governor  Ridge 
named  dual  Executive  Directors- 
ICaren  S.  Fleisher  and  Rosemary 
Thompson  McAvoy,  to  bring  new 
direction  and  focus  into 
Commission  activities;  and,  to 
represent  and  reflect  the  , 

Administration's  aims  and  goals.  A 
2 1 -member  Board  of  Commissioners 
is  appointed  by  the  Governor  to 
assist  and  advise  in  developing 
policies  and  programs  that  serve  all 
Pennsylvanians.  Board  members 
serve  one  to  two  year  terms,  without 
salary. 

The  Commission  has  an  aggressive 
agenda  encompassing  Education, 
Communication,  Research,  Referral 
and  Networking.  The  Commission 
is  a resource  network  working  to 
make  government  more  user- 
friendly  and  responsive  to  needs  of 
Pennsylvania's  citizens,  women  and 
men  alike. 


The  Pennsylvania  Commission  For  Women, 
the  Friends  of  the  Commission  for  Women  and 
the  Friends  of  The  State  Museum  of  Pennsylvania 
are  sponsoring  a Celebration  of  the  75th  Anniversary  of 
Women's  Right  To  Vote! 

All  events  are  open  to  the  public 
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12:00  HOON  DIAMOND  CELEBRATION  RALLY 

OUTSIDE  CAPITOL  EAST  WING 


12:30PM  ICE  CREAM  SOCIAL 

OUTSIDE  CAPITOL  EAST  WING 


1:00PM  PRESENTATION:  "HISTORY  OF  VOTING  IN  PENNSYLVANIA" 

OUTSIDE  CAPITOL  EAST  WING 


1:00-3:00PM  SELECT  MUSICAL  AND  DRAMA  PERFORMANCES 

OUTSIDE  CAPITOL  EAST  WING 

1:00-4:00PM  PENNSYLVANIA  COMMISSION  FOR  WOMEN  OPEN  HOUSE 

ROOM  209  FINANCE  BUILDING 
COMMONWEALTHhAVENUE 

7:00-11:00PM  SUNFLOWER  GALA  BALL 

THE  STATE  MUSEUM  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
NORTH  & 3RD  STREETS 
[Ticket  Price  $40,001 
SUFFRAGE  EHA  COSTUME  OPTIONAL 


How  One  Vote  Counts 


(ye  may  think  our  one  vote  doesn  7 count;  but, 
just  look  at  history- 

• In  ] 645,  One  vote  gave  Cromwell  control  of  England. 

• In  1 649,  One  vote  caused  King  Charles  I of  England  fo  be  execufed. 

• In  1 776,  One  vote  gave  fhe  United  States  the  English  language  instead 

of  German. 

• In  1 796,  One  vote  elected  John  Quincy  Adams  President. 

• In  1 839,  One  vote  elected  Marcus  Morton,  Governor  of  Massachusetts. 

• In  1 845,  One  vote  brought  Texas  into  the  Union.  Later  California,  Oregon 

and  Washington  gained  admission  to  the  union  by  one  vote. 

• In  1 868,  One  vote  saved  President  Andrew  Johnson  from  impeachment. 

• In  1876,  One  VOTE  gave  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  the  President  of  the  US  and 

the  one  vote  was  cast  by  a Congressman  from  Indiana  who 
won  his  election  by  one  vote. 

• In  1 876,  France  became  a Republic  by  one  vote  and  changed  from  a 

monarchy. 

• In  1 923,  One  vote  gave  Adolf  Hitler  leadership  of  the  Nazi  party  in 

Germany. 

• In  1960,  One  VOTE  per  precinct  elected  John  F.  Kennedy  President. 

Your  voting  power  was  paid  for  by  brave  people  at  places  like  Valley 
Forge  and  Gettysburg.  The  POWER  of  the  vote  is  in  your  hands;  take 
advantage  of  it!  People  die  everyday  in  other  countries  trying  to  gain  the 
power  of  casting  one  vote. 
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1920-1995 

Women  Win  The  Vote!! 


Do  YOU  REMEMBER  THE  FIRST  TIME  YOU  VOTED?  WhO  WAS  RUNNING  IN  THAT  ELECTION?  DO 
YOU  REMEMBER  A TIME  WHEN  YOU,  YOUR  MOTHER,  GRANDMOTHER  OR  SISTER  COULD  NOT 

VOTE?  What  was  it  like?  Did  you  know  anyone;  v^oman  or  man,  who  participated  in  the 

SUFFRAGE  MOVEMENT?  WHAT  ARE  THEIR  STORIES? 


The  celebration  of  the  75th  Anniversary  of  the  ratification  of  the  1 9th 
Amendment,  granting  women  the  right  to  vote  happens  in  August  1995.  The 
Pennsylvania  Commission  for  Women  is  interested  in  hearing  your  memoriesof  the 
BATTLE  FOR  WOMENS  RIGHTS  IN  THE  EARLY  DAYS  OF  VOTES  FOR  WOMEN. 
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You  ARE  INVITED  TO  GIVE  A PERSONAL  TESTIMONY,  SUBMIT  A SHORT  ESSAY,  RECORD  YOUR 
STORY  OR  DELIVER  YOUR  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  FIRST  TIME  YOU  VOTED  AND  THE  WOMENS  SUFFRAGE 
MOVEMENT  IN  ANY  WAY  YOU  WISH.  ThE  "HiSTORY  OF  VOTING  IN  PENNSYLVANIA"  WILL  BE 
PRESENTED  ON  FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  AUGUST  25,  I 995  OUTSIDE  ON  THE  EaST  WiNG  OF  THE 
Capitol  Building  in  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  as  part  of  a historical  commemoration 

CELEBRATION  . 


If  INTERESTED,  PLEVXSE  COMPLETE  THE  ENCLOSED  FORM  AND  SEND  IT  TO; 
PENNSYLVANIA  COMMISSION  F'OR  WOMEN 
ROOM  209  FINANOE  BUILDING 
HARRISBURG,  PA  17  120 
FAX  #(7  17)  772-0653 

For  more  information,  please  call  (7  I 7)  783-2666. 
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WOMEN  CELEBRATE  75  YEARS 
HISTORY  OF  VOTINC  IN  PENNSYLVANIA 


Name: (Maiden  Name): 

Current  Address:  


(Phone  Number): 

Etlinic  Heritage  (optional): 

Education/Occupation: 

The  first  time  I voted  was  in (year).  I was \’ears  old.  The 

candidates  in  that  election  were . 

I can  remember: 


(MORE) 


, I 


HISTORY  OF  VOTING 


- PAGE  2 - 

I will;  (a.)  Deliver  my  own  presentation  on  Friday  August  25,  1995. 

(b.)  Choose  someone  to  read  this  on  Friday  August  25,  1995. 

Name Telephone 

(c.)  Have  the  Commission  for  Women  choose  someone  to  read  this  for  me 

on  Friday  August  25,  1995. 

____  (d.)  Other  (please  specify) 


Please  send  by  August  23,  1995  to: 


PA  COMMISSION  FOR  WOMEN 
ROOM  209  FINANCE  BUILDING 
HARRISBURG,  PA  17120 
FAX:  (717)  772-0653 


For  more  information,  call  717-783-2666 
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